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to go on my head instead of my feet." He went off with Hsieh
Hsi-ta.
When Tai An came back with the charms, they were put
upon the door of the Lady of the Vase's rooms. But that night
she was terrified once more. She said to Hsi-men Ch'ing:
"He has been with two other men to carry me off. They ran
away as you came in."	-^
"Don't believe it," Hsi-mSn Ch'ing said; "Brother Ying
says it is all due to your weakness. He tells me that he knows
a priest called P'an who will give us some very efficacious
charms and medicine, and who has the power to drive out
devils. I have told Brother Ying to get him to come to-morrow
morning^ and I'm sure he will get rid of all the disturbing
influences."
"Oh, Brother," said the Lady of the Vase, "send for him
this very moment. The dead man has gone away in a fury and
I am afraid he will come back and take me with him. Send for
him now."
"If you are afraid, I will send for Silver Maid to keep you
company," Hsi-mfin said.
The Lady of the Vase shook her head. "I don't wish to
trouble her," she said, "I shouldn't like her to lose business."
"What about old woman FSng, then?"
The Lady of the Vase nodded, and Hsi-m£n Ch'ing sent
Lai An for the old woman. But the door was locked and the
old woman was not to be found. Lai An told Cherry Blossom
that, when she came back, she must be told to go at once to
Hsi-mSn Ch'ing's house because the Sixth Lady needed her.
Hsi-mSn Ch'ing told Tai An that, early next morning, he
must go with Ying Po-chlieh to the Temple of the Five Sacred
Mountains to bring the priest P'an.
The next day, Nun Wang came. She brought a box of
specially treated rice, twenty large milk biscuits and a small
box of preserved egg-plants. When she arrived, the Lady of
the Vase bade Welcome Spring help her to sit up in bed.
Nun Wang made a reverence and the Lady of the Vase asked
her to sit down.
"Teacher," she said, "I have not seen you since you had
those texts printed for me. Though I have been so very ill,
you have never come to see me."

